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THE 
YOUNG COLrPrAGER. 
By the author of the 
DAIRVMANS DAUGHTER. 


_ -- 


PART II, 


Divine grace educates the reason- 
ing faculties of the soul, as well as the 
best affections of the heart ; and hap- 
pily consecrates them both to the glo- 
ry of the Redeemer. Neither the dis- 
advantages of poverty, nor the inex. 
perience of childhood, are barriers a- 
ble to resist the mighty influences of 
the spirit of God, when “ he goeth 
forth where he listeth.’-—‘* God hath 
chosen the foolish things of this world 
to confound the wise: and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are 
mighty.” Thetruth of this scriptural 
assertion was peculiarly evident in 
the case of my young parishioner. 

Littie Jane’s illness was of a linger- 
ing nature. I often visited her. The 
soul of this young Christian was gpra- 
dually, but effectually, preparing for 
heaven. Ihave seldom witnessed in 
any older person, under similar cir- 
cumstances, stronger marks of earn- 
est inquiry, continual seriousness, and 
holy affections. One morning, as I 
was walking through the church-yard, 
in my way to visit her, I stopped to 
look at the epitaph which had made 
such a deep impression on her mind. 
I was struck with the reflection of the 
important consequences which might 

result from a more frequent and judi- 
cious attention to the inscriptions pla- 
ced in our burying grounds, as me. 
morials of the departed. ‘The idea oc- 
curred to my thoughts, that as the 
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two stone tables given by God to Mo- 
ses were once a mean of communicat- 
ing to the Jews, from age to age, the 
revelation of God’s will as concerning 
the law: so these funeral tables of 
stone may, under a better dispensa- 
tion, bear a never failing proclama- 
tion of God’s good will to sinners, as 
revealed inthe gospel of his grace, 
from generation to generation. 1 have 
often lamented, when indulging a con- 
templation among the graves, that 
some of the inscriptions were coarse 
and ridiculous ; others, absurdly flat- 
tering ; many expressive of sentiments 
at variance with the true principles of 
the word of God; nota few, barren 
and unaccompanied with a single 
word of usefu) instruction to the read- 

er. Thus a very important opportu- 
nity of conveying scriptural admoni- 
tion is lost. I wish that every grave- 
stone might not only record the names 
of our deceased friends, but also pro- 
claim the name of Jesus, as the oniy 
name given under heaven whereby 
men can be saved. Perhaps, if the 
Ministers of religion were to interest 
themselves in this matter, and accus- 
tom their people to consult them as to 
the nature of the monumental inscrip- 
tions which they wish to introduce in- 
to churches and church-yards, a gra- 
dual improvement would take place 
in this respect. What is offensive, 

useless, or erroneous, would no longer 
find admittance, and a succession of 
valuable warning:and consolation to 

the living would perpetuate the me- 

mory of the dead. 

What can be more disgusting than 
the too common spectacle of trifling 
licentious travellers, wandering about 
tne church-yards of the different pla- 
ces through which they pass, in search 
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of rude, ungrammatical, ill-spelt, and 
absurd verses among the grave-stones; 
and this for the gratification of their 
unholy scorn and ridicule! And yet 
how much is it to be deplored that 
such persons are seldom disappointed 
in finding many iastances which too 
readily afford them the unfeeling sa- 
tisfaction which they seek! I there 

fore offer this suggestion to my reve- 
rend brethren, thatas no monument 
or stone can be placed in achurch or 
church-yard without their express 
consent and approbation, whether one 
condition of that consent being grant- 
ed, should not be a previous inspec- 
tion and approval of every inscription 
which may be so piaced within the 
precints of the sanctuary. 

The reader will pardon this digres- 
sion, which evidently arose from the 
peculiar connexion established in lit- 
tle Jane’s history, between an epitaph 
inscribed on @ grave stone, and the 
word of Godinscribed on her heart, 
When I[ arrived at Jane’s cottage, | 
found her in bed, reading Dr. Watt’s 
Hymns for children, in which she took 
great pleasure. 

* What are you reading this morn- 
ing, Jane ”’ 

‘ Sir, I have been thinking very 
much about some verses in my little 
book.— Hfere they are: 


There is an hour when I must die, 

Nor do I know how soon't will come ; 
A thousand children, young as I, 

Are calld by death to hear their doom. 


Let me improve the hours I have, 
Before the day of grace is fled ; 
There’s no repentance in the grave, 
Nor pardon offer’d to the cead. 


‘Sir, I fee) all that to be very true, 
and J am afraid I do not improve the 
hours I have asl oughtto do. I think 
J shall not live very long ; and when 
J remember my sins, I say, 

‘Lord, at thy foot, asham‘d [ lie, 

‘ Upward I dare not look ; 





‘Pardon my sins before I die, 
‘ And blot them from thy book: 


Do you think he will pardon me, 
Sir?” 

‘ My dear child, I have great hopes 
that he was pardoned you; that he 
has heard your prayers, and put you 
into the number of his true children 
already. You have had strong proofs 
of his mercy to your soul.” 

‘Yes, Sir, Ehave; and I wish to 
love and bless him for it. He is good, 
very good.” 

It had for some time past occurred 
to my mind, that a course of regulat- 
ed conversations on the first principles 
of religion, would be very desirable 
from time to time, for this interesting 
child's sake; and I thought the 
Church Catechism would be a pro- 
per groundwork for that purpose. 

‘Jenny,’ said I, ‘ you can repeat 
the Catechism ” 

‘Yes, Sir; but I think that has 
been one of my sins in the sight of 
God?’ 

‘ What! 
ehism »” 

‘Yes, Sir, in sucha way as I used 
to do it,’ 

‘ How was that ? 

‘ Very carelessly indeed. I never 
thought about the meaning of the 
words, and that must be very wrong. 
Sir, the Catechism is full of good 
things; I wish I understood them bet- 
ter.’ 

* Well then, my child, we will talk 
a little about those good things which, 
as you truly say, are contained in the 
Catechism. Did you ever consider 
what it is to bea member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven »” 

‘I think, Sir, I have lately consi- 
dered it a good deal ; and I want to 
be such, not only in name, but in 
deed andin truth. You oncetold me, 
Sir, that, ‘asthe branch is to the 
vine, and the stone to the building, 
and the limb to the body and the 


repeating your Cate- 

















read, so is a true believer to the 
yord Jesus Christ” But how am I to 
know that | belong to Christas a true 
member, which you said ene day in 
the church, means the same as a 
limb of the bedy, such as a leg or an 
arm 

‘ Do you love Christ now ina way 
you never used to do before ” 
' © Yes, I think so indeed.” 

‘Why do you love him ” 

* Because he first loved me.’ 

‘How do you know that he first 


doved you »” 


‘ Because he sent me instruction, 
and made me fee! the sin of my heart, 
and taught me to pray for pardon, 
and love his ways; he sent you to 
teach me, Sir, and to show me the 
way tobe saved, and now I want to 
be saved in that way that he pleasea 
Sometimes I feelas if I loved all that 
he has said and done so much that I 
wish never to think about any thing 
else. I know J did not use to feel so; 
and I think if he had not loved me 
first, my wicked heart would never 
have cared about him. I once loved 
any thing better than religion, but 
now it is every thing to me.” 

‘ Do you believe in your heart that 
Christ is able and willing to save the 
chief of sinners ”’ 

‘I do.’ 

‘And what are you ” 

‘A young, buta great sinner.’ 

‘Is it not of his mercy that you 
know and feel yourself to be a sin- 
ner ?” 

‘Certainly ; yes, it must bo so.” 

‘Do you earnestly desire to forsake 
all sin 

‘If I know myself I do’ 

‘ Do you feel a spirit within you, re- 
sisting sin, and making you hate it »” 

‘ Yes, I hope so” 

‘Who gave you that spirit? was 
you 2lways go 2 

‘It must be Christ, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I was quite 
different once.’ 

‘Now then, my dear Jane; does not 
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all this show a connexion between the 
Lord Jesus Christand your soul ?— 
Does it not seem as if you lived, and 
moved, and had a spiritual being 
from him? Just as a Jimb is connect- 
ed with your body, and so with your 
head, and thereby gets power to live 
and move through the flowing of the 
blood from one to the other: so are 
¥0u spiritually a limb or member of 
Christ, if you believe in him; and 
thus obtain, through faith, a power 
to love him, and live to his praise 
and glory. Do you understand me 2?’ 

‘Yer, Sir, I believe Ido; and it 
is very comfortable to my thoughts 
to look up to Christ as a living head, 
and to consider myself as the least 
and lowest of all his members.’ 

‘ Now tell me what your thoughts 
are as to being a child of God?’ 

‘Il amesure, Sir, Ido not deserve 
to be called his child’ 

‘Can you tell me who does deserve 
it » 

© No one, Sir.” 

‘ How then comes any-one to be a 
child of God, -when by nature we all 
are children of wrath ” 

‘ By God's grace, Sir.” 

‘What does grace mean ”” 

‘Favour ; free favour to sinners.’ 

‘Right ; and what does God be- 
stow upon the children of wrath, 
when he makes them children of 
grace.’ 

‘ A death untosin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness ; is it not, Sir ” 

: Yes, this is the fruit of Christ’s re- 
deeming love : and I hopevow are a 
partaker of the blessing. The family 
of God is named after him, and he is 
the firstborn of many brethern.— 
What a mercy that Christ calls him- 
self, ‘ a brother! Mv little girl, he 
is your brother ; and will not be a- 
shamed to own you, and present you 
to his Father at the Jast day, as one 
that he has purchased with his blood.” 

‘I wish I could love my Father and 
my Brother which are in heaven bet- 
terthan Ido. Lord be merciful to 
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mea sinner; I think, Sir, if Tama 
child of God, Iam oftena rebellions 
one. He shows kindness to me be- 
yond others, and yet I mmke a very 
poor return. 


‘ Are those thy favours day by day, 
To me above the rest? 
Then let me love thee more than 
they 
And strive to serve thee best.’ 


‘ That will be the best way to ap- 
prove yourself a real child of God.— 
Show your love and thankfulness to 
such a F’ather, who hath prepared for 
you an inheritance among the saints 
in light, and made you ‘ an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven, as well as 
a member of Christ, and a child of 
God.” Do you know ‘ what the king- 
dom of heaven’ means ”” 

Just at that instant her mother en- 
tered the house below, and began to 
speak to a younger child in a passion. 
ate scolding tone of voice, accompani- 
ed by some very offensive language ; 
but quickly stopped on hearing us in 
conversation up stairs. 

‘Ah, my poor mother! said the 
girl, ‘ you would not have stopped so 
short if Mr. had not been here. 
Sir, youhear how my mother goes 
on ; pray say something to her; she 
will not hear me,’ 

I went towards the stair head, and 
called to the woman ; but she sudden. 
ly left the house, and for that time 
escaped reproof, 

‘ Sir,” said little Jane, ‘I am so a- 
fraid, if I go to heaven, I shall never 
see iny poor motherthere. As I lie 
here a-Lbed, Sir, for hours together, 
there is viten to much wickedness, 
and noise, and quarreling down be- 
low, that I do not know how to bear 
it. It comes very near, Sir, when 
one’s father and mother goon so._ I 
want them ali to turn tothe Lord, and 
go to heaven—Tell me now, Sir, 
something about being an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven.’ 








“* You may remember, my child, 
what Il have told you, when explain. 
ing'the Catechist» in the eburch, 
that‘ the kingdom of heaven’ in the 
scriptures, means the Church of 
Christ upon earth as well as the state 
of glory in heaven. The one is a pre. 
paration for the other. All true chris- 
tians are heirs of God, and joint-heirg 
with Christ, and shall inherit the glo- 
ry and happiness of his kingdom, and 
live with Christ, and be with him for- 
ever. ‘I'his is the tree gift of God to 
his adopted children; and all that be- 
lieve aright in Christ shall experi- 
ence the truth of that promise, ‘ It is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom’ You are a poor 
girlnow, bat I trust, ‘an entrance 
shall be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly, into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 
You suffer pow ; but are you not wil- 
ling to suffer for his sake, and to bear 
patiently those things to which he 
calls you »” 

‘O yes, very willing ; I would not 
complain. It is all right.’ 

‘Then, my dear, you shall reign 
with him. Through much tribula- 
tion you may, perhaps, enter into the 
kingdoin of God; but tribulation 
worketh patience ; and patience, ex- 
perience; and experience, hope. As 
a true ‘member of Christ,’ show 
yourself to be a dutiful * child of God, 
and your portion will be that of an in- 
heritor in the kingdom of heaven.— 
Faithful is He that hath promised ; 
commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust 
also in him, and he shall bring it to 

ass.’ 

‘Thank you, Sir ; Idoso love to 
hear of these things. And I think, 
Sir, | should not iove them so much, 
iff had no partin them. Suir, there 
is one thing | want to ask you. Itis 
a great thing, and |!may be wrong— 
Iam so young—And yet I hope I 
mean right 1 

Ilere she hesitated, and paused. 
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‘ What is it ? do not be fearful of 
mentioning it.’ 

A tear rolled down her. cheek—a 
slight blush coloured her countenance, 
Sie lifted up her eyes to heaven for a 
moment, and fixing them on me with 
a solemn affecting look, said, 

‘ May so young a poor child as I am 
be admitted to the Lord’s supper? I 
have for some time wished it, but da- 
red not to mention it, for fear you 
should think it wrong.’ 

‘ My dear Jenny, Ihave no doubt 
respecting it, andshal] be very glad 
to converse with you on the sub- 
ject, end hope that he who has given 
you the desire, will bless his own or- 
dinance to your soul. Would you 
wish it now, or to-morrow 2’ 

‘ To-morrow, if you please, Sir,— 
will you come to-morrow and talk to 
me about it, and if you think it pro- 
per, I shall be thankful. lam grow- 
ing faint now—lI hope to be better 
when you come again.’ 

I was much pleased with her pro- 
posal, and rejoiced in the prospect of 
seeing so young and sincere a Chiris- 
tian thus devote hereeli to the Lord, 
and receive the sacramental seal of a 
Saviour’s love to her soul. 

Disease was making rapid inroads 
upon her constitution, and she was a- 
ware of it. But as the outward man 
decayed, she was strengthened with 
might by God’s Spirit in the inner 
man. She was evidently ripening fast 
for a better world. 

I remember these things with affec- 
tionate pleasure—they revive my ear- 
lier associations, and I hope the re. 
collection does me good. I wish them 
to do good to thee, likewise, my rea- 
der; and therefore I write them 
down. 

May the simplicity that is in Christ 
render 


‘‘ The short and simple annals of the 
poor” 


a mean of grace and blessing to thy 


/ 


soul ! Out of the mouth of this babe 
and suckling may God ordain thee 
strength! If thou art willing, thou 
shalt hear something further respect- 
ing her. 

To be continued. 





Letters relative toa tour on the Con- 
tinent, undertaken at the request 
of the committee of the British and 


Foreign Bible Society, in the year 
1812, by the Rev, Cu. Fr. Stein- 
Koprr, M. A. 


LETTER II. 
Helsingburgh, June 350, 1812. 
MY DY AR FRIENDS, 


I doubt not but you have re- 
ceived my letter from Gothenburg: 
I left that town on Thursday (the 20th 
inst.) accompanied by Mr. Hender- 
son, who, from his knowledge of the 
country and languege, proved very 
useful to me. Our journey was at- 
tended with trouble and difficulty: 
pouring rains had swelled the rivers ; 
ourcarriage had repeatedly to pase 
through very deep water, which at 
one time even entered into it, and 
completely wetted our feet. On the 
evening of Thursday, we came to a 
small town and fertresscalled War- 
berg, where a pious clergyman re-. 
sides. He is the curate of a populous 
parish for which he receives only 204. 
per annum, and has a large family ; 
he is therefore under the necessity of 
keeping a school, which, in addition to 
the great attention he paye tothe dis- 
charge of his ministerial duties, ren- 
ders his life very Jaborious. He is in- 
defatigable in doing good; and enjoys 
the great satisfaction of seeing the 
work of the Lord prosper ir his 
hands. [le is a member of the Evan- 
gelical Society at Stockholm, from 
which he received several new testa- 


ments for the supply of his poor par- 
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ishioners. Among the rest he 
gave acopy to a woman, who has 
now vead it fivetimes with such at- 
tention and delight, that she has 
made rapid progress in divine knowl- 
edge, and makes very sensible re- 
marks even on difficult passages — 
“here is one rich, active, and charit- 
able Lady in his parish, who assists 
him greatly in his acts of benevolence; 
yet there still remain 300 poor fami- 
lies destitute of the Scriptures. Hav- 
ing hear this excellent man relate 
all these cireumstances, I felt truly 
happy, as an almoner of the society's 
bounty, to relieve the want of some 
of tiis poor people ; and presented him 
with 102. to purchase a number of the 
Stockholm sociaty’s bibles and testa- 
men's, forsale, or grataitons distri- 
bution, at his discretion Tha good 
nan (who reminded me of Gold- 
emith’s country clergyman) looked at 
me wit an air of grateful surprise, 
which no words can deseribe. In the 
morning of the 27th we visited 
Dean Aising, whose parish contains 
@ population of about 1700 «: He 
showed aie a paper, fromwiich saw 
with astonishiwent and pleasure, that 
he had ordere:: tnan 1258 bi- 
Dles and testaments from the Stock- 
. olm society, for the beneiit of his 
own parishioners and those of the ad- 
Joining villages, whe had cheerfully 
eubs eribed tor copies” “ Siill,” added 
he, © there are serhaps 100 poor fa- 
* milies in my own parish, and as ma- 
“ny in each of the 14 other parishes 
«that belong to my deanery. who are 
“unable to pay for them” This at 
once proved the real want which sub- 
sisted previous tothe establishment of 
the evangelical society ; the great at- 
tention of the dean to these wants, 
the moment he saw he could supply 
them ; and the need of further assis- 
tance. [left him the sum of 127. 
Last Sunday we spent with another 
Swedis!: Clergyman, the Rev. Mr. 
Thulin, who resides about four En- 
glish miles from this plaee, and has 


u's 


no less 


about 2000 people under his care — 
Hle“is so active in promoting the be. 
nevolent views of the Stockholm so. 
ciety, ‘that be has procured about 8U0 
subscribers, for their first edition of 
the Swedish bible, in his parish and 
its vicinity. He possesses the advan- 
tage of having some rich and benevo- 
lent individuals in it, who lay them. 
selves out for the good of their fellow. 
creatures ; but, considering the ex- 
tent of his parish, and the opportunt- 
ties he enjoys of distributing the 
Scriptures among the poor in neigh- 
bouring parishes, I agreed with Mr. 
Henderson to present him with 102. 
The same sum I granted tothe Rev. 
Mr. Wick, a Moravian minister who 
resides in Carlscrona, and in his an- 
nual visits through several Swedish 
provinces receives frequent applica- 
tions for Bibies. The assistant Min- 
ister of Mr. Thulin is the Rev. Mr. 
Sundius, an excellent old man of 
whom I heard address a number of 
pious Swedish peasants of both sexes. 
My mind was deeply affected by this 
interesting scene. On Monday morn- 
ing Mr. Paterson arrived from Stock- 
hoim, after a fatiguing journey of four 
days and nights) We have since 
spent most of our time in @ close re- 
view of all the past operations of our 
society in Sweden, Denmark, Fin- 
land, and Lapland. I rejoice to hear 
of the great activity ofthe Stockholm 
society, and of the peculiar attention 
which its committee had bestowed in 
presenting the public with as correct 
a copy of “the Bible as they possibly 
could. No less than six correctors 
were employed ; among whom their 
venerable President, the Right Hon. 
G. Levonmark. Knight of the Order 
of the Polar’ Star, Vasa. Ke. particu- 
larly distinguished himself, by diseo- 
vering errors of the press which had 
escaped younger eyes 

The Stockholm society becomes 
more generally known in Sweden, 
and has already afforded many impor- 
tant advantages tothe inhabitants of 
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thatcountry. The Finnish Bible So- 
ciely is composed of most respectable 
characters, and promises, extensive 
aod lasting usefulness. As it is pro- 
bable that the finnish octavo bible 
op standing types will be printed at 
Petersburg, and Mr. Paterson has 
been requested to superintend the 
printing of the same, a door of en 
trance into that important city seems 
to be openedtohias He intends im- 
mediaiely to proceed thither by way 
of Stockholm and Abo. Mr. Hender- 
son is to go to Copenhagen, to assist 
in the execution of the Icelandic bible, 
ef which twenty sheets have left the 
press ; and to proceed thence to Ice. 
land, inorder to see them properly 
distribuied, provided he can obtain a 
passport from the Danish govero- 
ment. We are now looking torward 
to our diflerent destinations ; we in- 
form, advise, strengthen, cheer and 
encourage each other ; and J am fully 
persuaded, that our meeting and con 
sulting together will, under the bles- 
sing of God, conduce to the best inter- 
ests of our society. 

juLY |.— To-morrow morning, (God 
willing) 1 shall set my foot on Danish 
territory : I see it before me from the 
heights of this town. Strange feelings 
arise in my breast, but I trust in God! 
to Him 1 commit myselfand my fel- 
low-labourers. Their deeds are their 
best praise ; they have done much 
for the dissemination of the holy scrip- 
tures in the northern parts of Europe, 
and if God spare their lives, and con- 
tinue to prosper their way, they are 
likely to do still more. I recommend 
them, as well as myself, tothe affec- 
tionate remembrance, and the united 
prayers of all the members of the so- 
ciety. 

I request Mr. Patersonto send you 
‘at the expense of our society, ten Lap- 
dand bibles and as many testaments, 
(in additionto the six copies which 
are on their way to our library,) as. I 
think a good use may be made of 
them for the benefit of our society, by 
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making a present of them to public I> 
braries in England and in foreign 
parts. Ialso desired Mc. Patterson to 
inquire, whether one or two hundred 
copies of the Lapland bible published 
by the late Bishop Nordin, for sale a- 
mong the Laplanders cannot be pur- 
chased by our society at a moderate 
price, for gratuitous distribution a- 
mong the most needy of that inter- 
esting people. 

The gospel of St Mark inthe Chi- 
nese, the Pentateuch in Bengalee, and 
the Hagiographa in the Orissa, are 
very serviceable to me: wherever E 
show them, theyare looked at with 
high interest and delight. 

Fo be continued. 


LL I LS LP LAA LMA LALA LL OED DL Lb L 


EXTRACTS FROM LUTHER'S WRITINGS. 


Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
see wondrous things out of thy law — 
Psal. cxix. 13. 


Know, that the Holy Scriptures is 
a book which maxe the wisdom of ail 
other books folly, as none teaches us 
eternal life but this alone. You must 
then, in the first place, despair of 
your own reason and understanding, 
and, falling on your knees must pray 
to God, with true humility and earn- 
estness, that he will bestow on you, 
for the sake of his beloved Son, 
Holy Spirit, to eniighten you, guide 
you and give yon understanding. = In 
the next place, you must read, with 
diligent remarks and reflections oa 
what the Holy Ghost intends in the 
Scriptures. And you must beware of 
being wearied, or thinking that, after 
once or twice, you have read, heard, 
and said enough, and understood eve- 
ry thing to the bottom ; for no divine 
ever did that, but they are like the 
untimely fruit, which fal! off ere it is 
half ripe. —In the third place, trials 
are the true process which must teach 
you, not on'y to know and understand, 
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